John W. Jones 
Artist, Lecturer and Legacy Preservationist
John W. Jones – Biography

Born May 11, 1950 in Columbia, S.C. Jones has been a freelance artist and illustrator for more than 25 years. His former clients include Time Life Books, IBM, Westinghouse, Rubbermaid, NASA, Gadded Space and Flight Center, and the U.S. Postal Service.
Jones explores life through art. This multi-talented artist uses oils, acrylics and watercolors for his painting. Striving for detail in light and reflection, he meticulously draws each painting first, and then layers it with color, resulting in very realistic interpretations of everyday life and landscapes, as well as historical insights into our past.
Jones’ goal is to paint the African American experience starting with the slave trade in Africa, through the Middle Passage and pre-civil war era, and contrast it with African Americans today.
Mr. Jones is the artist and author of the book and traveling exhibition, Confederate Currency: The Color of Money, Images of Slavery in Confederate and Southern States Currency.
In addition to the “Confederate Currency: The color of Money” series, he has painted a series on the Buffalo Soldiers, the 54th Massachusetts regiment and African Americans in the Military. He is currently working on a project that puts focus on the everyday lives of the Gullah people and the struggles and issues they face in trying to sustain their culture in modern day America.
His work is represented in several private and public collections including the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce, the City of Charleston, Benedict College, The College of Charleston, and The Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site. His recent published works include "The cover of the Charleston Area Visitors guide", and "the Charleston Farmers Market". His paintings are available at the Rita Smith Gallery in Columbia, SC and Gallery Chuma in Charleston, SC.
Jones has received several awards, including merit awards for his works in the 1998 and 1999 Piccolo Spoleto Festival Art Show.
Jones, who graduated from high school in 1968 and self-taught, has been drawing since early childhood. Drafted into the U.S. Army in 1970, Jones served in the Vietnam War, where he also took illustration classes in military School.
Jones has lectured widely as an artist, activist and motivational speaker at various universities and colleges, conferences and corporate events.
His current traveling exhibition, Confederate Currency: The Color of Money has been featured in several well-respected and top media outlets, including The New York Times, Time Magazine, San Francisco Chronicle, The Boston Globe, CNN and National Public Radio and The Post and Courier.
Leroy Campbell
Artist’s Statement & Bio
I am a self-taught artist reared by two cities rich in African American culture. I was born in Charleston, South Carolina, and raised in New York City.

My work is an extension of my roots & takes a critical view of social, political and cultural issues of the African American life. Though many of my subjects are depicted living out their daily routine, my focus is on the celebration of the human spirit, and the pursuit of the American dreams.

I am inspired, first and foremost by my experiences and what I see. But I am also moved by the images of the South depicted by Romare Bearden and Jacob Lawrence's capture of the history and struggle of African Americans. It was after viewing Bearden's work in 1987 that I began incorporating a three dimensional element which gave me the ability to create rawness and tension on a two dimensional medium.

Today I use a variety of materials to enhance the intensity of my artistic expression My most recent work, The Newspaper Series, features historical news print as its most dominant feature, and serves as a time capsule that details the perseverance and the intense, unwavering strength of African American people. Fusing the newspaper articles in to my work evokes an unexpected range of emotions.

My life is rewarded by creating art. The process takes me on an edifying voyage that is both healing and empowering. My work will always advocate unity & diversity, and my hope is that it also educates.
Carol A. Simmons

Artist’s Bio

Creating has always been an important part of Carol’s life.  She developed her love of color and texture from her first creative outlet, which was sewing. She enjoys learning and experimenting with different mediums and techniques and often incorporates fabric as  design elements in her paintings. She draws inspiration for her artwork from personal experiences and current events.

Her work has been shown in open, juried group, and solo exhibits and are included in private and corporate collections.   She has received artist grants and awards for her watercolor and acrylic paintings and photography. Her work has also been selected for an exhibit at the Ambassador's residence in Luanda Angola.  The exhibit was curated by the Art in Embassies Program, which is run by the United States Department of State.

Her first college degree was a BS in Mathematics with a minor in Computer Science from Southern University.  After a long career in Computer Programming, she returned to college and earned a BA in Studio Arts from the College of Charleston.  Baton Rouge Louisiana is her hometown.  But, she has lived in Columbus Ohio, Dallas Texas, and Charleston South Carolina.  She now lives in Arlington Texas with her husband.  They have one son.
Résumé

Education/Training

2010  Introduction to Calligraphy, Instructor – Angie Vangalis, Irving TX

          Introduction to Encaustics, Instructor - Junanne Peck, Arlington TX

2009  Watercolor workshop, Instructor - John Salminen, Myrtle Beach SC

2007  Silk Painting Workshop, Instructor -  Carol Higgins, Columbia SC

2006  Watercolor workshop, Instructor - Mary Whyte, Charleston SC

2001  BA in Studio Arts, College of Charleston

1971   BS in Mathematics/Minor in Computer Science, Southern University

Affiliations

Gallery Chuma, 43 John Street, Charleston SC 29403

Texas Wax/Dallas Chapter

Arlington Visual Arts Association, Arlington TX

Southwestern Watercolor Society, Dallas TX

Dallas Artist Networking Group

Dallas Artist Salon

Awards/Grants/Commissions

2011  Photography award, Cedar Hill Regional Exhibit, Cedar Hill TX 

2010  Water Media award, Irving Arts Ass.Unconditional Love Exhibit, Irving TX

2009  Water Media award, Cedar Hill Regional Exhibit, Cedar Hill TX

           Water Media award, Arts Council Juried Art Show, Grand Prairie TX   

2007  Slavery Exhibit drawings commission, Fort Moultrie Nat. Park Sullivan’s Is. SC

2003  Cover art commission, 2006 Charleston African-American Heritage Guide

           Cover art for the Charleston County Parks and Recreation Spring Guide

2004  Poster Artist - Creative Spark’s Art on the Beach Fund Raiser, Mt. Pleasant SC

           Micheal & Donna Griffith Lowcountry Artist Grant, Coastal Comm. Foundation

2002  Lowcountry Quarterly Arts Grant, City of Charleston

          Hamby’s Catering to Charleston Cookbook illustrations commission

2001  Honorable Mention, MOJA Juried Exhibit, Charleston SC

Irene Tison  

Artist’s Bio
Irene Tison Forrester, a folk artist was born a native of Jasper County, South Carolina in the late fifties to parents that were still sharecroppers during that time period.  Irene remembers the cotton fields that her family planted, especially the harvest times. Some of her older 12 sisters and brothers helped her parents with the planting and the harvesting of crops.  Irene started drawing before she entered the first grade and was guided in her artistic efforts by her mother Mary Bell.
She remembers that her mother would come home from the fields and relax by sketching the world she knew as a child.  Irene would sit at her mother's feet and watch her make a plain piece of paper come alive. Irene believes every canvas is a dream waiting to be awakened to a painting and everything that is seen is a world of joyful colors you don't see until it becomes a painting.

Tyrone Geter

Artist Statement

	My mother once told me “sometimes she felt like she didn’t have no life.” That statement made with so much honesty, conviction, and passion yet free of even a hint of self-pity has throughout my career been one of the guiding principles of not only how I live my life, and relate to other people, but has also profoundly influenced the philosophy of my art.

In the early nineteen hundreds when she grew up, life was the struggle. Survival was day-to-day and filled with the perils of discrimination, poverty, illiteracy and a host of other dangers inherited from a lifetime of being poor, black and undereducated. She survived and passed her legacy of love, compassion, hope and a sense of “doing the right thing” on to her children.

My work find its foundation in that legacy. It refers to the trials of youth and the struggle of the aged. It seeks to speak to and for those with no voice. My work is compassion, hope, justice, and perseverance, things I learned from my mother.


Nikia Wigfall
Sweetgrass Basket Artist

(No Bio Available)
Judy Mooney
Artist’s Bio
Born in Louisiana, Judy Mooney’s life and work is a rich gumbo of experiences spiced with her admiration of all people and the love of sculpting. 

At the end of her career in community development, Judy returned to school to study art, began sculpting and found a latent artist within herself. She also found people with stories to tell within the clay in her hands.

Today Judy is a studio artist in Savannah, GA. She works in ceramics and bronze. Her work can be seen in shows through out the low country, at Friedman’s Fine Art in Savannah, GA, or at her website.


STATEMENT
My work, realistic figurative sculpture, is inspired by oral and written history.  I’m captivated by the stories of the people I sculpt and see them as full of strength and beauty.  I find myself compelled to sculpt them and share their story with others.   

Before I touch the clay, I research the lives of the people represented by the body of work to ensure that each piece conveys an authentic message.  As the figure emerges from the clay I focus on expression and movement to capture the full essence of their story.  During the process, we, the figure and I, begin a dialogue that refines the narrative until we agree that the piece has a voice of its own.  The clay I use fires to a stone-like finish and I may add cloth dipped in clay slip or hand-made paper to add texture and color to the finished piece. 

I want my sculpture to provide a window into history that gives new insight or joy at remembering an old familiar story or learning a new one.  My hope is that people will enjoy these sculptures today and that the stories will be preserved for future generations.  

Jonathan Green
Artist’s Bio
	

	 
Jonathan Green was born in 1955 in Gardens Corner, South Carolina and graduated from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1982. He also holds an honorary doctoral degree from the University of South Carolina. Following his graduation Green traveled widely – throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, the West Indies, Switzerland, Germany, England and France. While his appeal and perspective are truly modern and cosmopolitan, Green looks to the familiar images of his ancestral home for the subjects of his paintings. In his art Green draws upon his own intimate personal experiences, steeped in the traditions of family, community and life in the Southern United States. Each of his paintings is a testament to the motivating power of place.

As a result of his tremendous and prolific talent, Green’s work has been embraced by collectors and critics throughout the world. His paintings can be found in major museum collections in California, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont, Japan, Germany and Sierra Leone, Africa.

But the power of his work cannot be contained in museums and collections alone. In its appreciation of the simple, essential tasks of life, Green’s art has also served as catalyst for the arts. His work has been used as inspiration for arts, health-care, civic, education and reading programs everywhere. Today his art continues to inspire people throughout the world.

Green’s paintings were used as the basis for the project, Off the Wall & Onto the Stage, Dancing the Art of Jonathan Green produced by the Columbia City Ballet of Columbia, South Carolina. This project brings music, dance and the visual arts together in a powerful return to the elements of classical ballet. Off the Wall & Onto the Stage translates vignettes from 22 of Green’s paintings to the contemporary stage creating an historic artistic alchemy that has recently toured various locations in the South, and continues to schedule performances.

Currently Green serves on educational, civic, and museum boards in Florida and South Carolina. He is President/CEO of Jonathan Green Studios, Inc. and the Jonathan Green Art Collection Gallery, LLC in Naples, Florida. He is Chairman of Jonathan Green Living Designs, LLP in Charleston, South Carolina.

	


