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 “Healin fa de Soul”, a 5-CD set of inspirational readings from the Gullah Bible that was unveiled at the historic Penn Center on St. Helena Island, SC last November has already sold out of the introductory copies, but is now available. The first media production of its kind, the project promotes Gullah language through audio recordings of selected passages from “De Nyew Testament,” which was published by the American Bible Society and unveiled at the Penn Center in 2005.  After a 26-year process of review and editing by a team of native speakers, the written translation of the Gullah New Testament, based on an oral language, was finally published.  Six years later, a group of 24 local Gullah speakers are launching an audio recording of selected readings from the Gullah Bible at the Penn Center Heritage Days Celebration. 

Gullah, also known as Geechee, is the speech way of descendants of enslaved West Africans who were brought to communities that are known today as the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor, for the production of rice, cotton, and indigo. Gullah/Geechee culture and people are located along the southeastern coast of North America in the states of SC, GA, NC, and FL.  Over the last decade, Gullah has become popularized by performing groups, such as the Gullah Kinfolk and the Hallelujah singers, as well as the Nick Jr. 1990’s television series, “Gullah, Gullah Island” starring Ronald and Natalie Daise of St. Helena Island, SC.  In 2010, the Smithsonian opened a national exhibit, “Word, Shout, Song: Lorenzo Dow Turner Connecting Communities through Language, featuring rare photographs and recordings in Gullah of the renowned linguist, Dr. Lorenzo Dow Turner, collected from Gullah communities in the United States, Brazil, and West Africa.  The Gullah Bible has become the only historical and the most substantial written account in the Gullah language to be nationally distributed.
“Healin fa de Soul” translates to “Healing for the Soul” and consists of two parts.  The first set of two CD recordings is entitled “Scripcha Wa De Bring Healin.”  It includes 196 passages divided by 31 themes including peace, marital and financial problems, and forgiveness.  Passages are taken from “De Nyew Testament” and Psalm 23.  Entitled “De Good Nyews Bout Jedus Christ Wa John Write,” the second set of three CD recordings is a dramatic reading of the complete Gospel of John, which is fluently interpreted by native Gullah voices.  
Produced by the Gullah Nyew Testament Steering Committee, Penn Center, Inc., and Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc., the project was narrated by a volunteer cast of members of the Gullah Nyew Testament Steering Committee and the Gullah community.  Funding was provided by John and Anne Rainey, in support of Brookgreen Gardens; and donations by churches and individuals.  Audio/digital recording and project coordination was provided by Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc., with Penn Center providing the facilities.  
“This will be a great tool for making the word of God meaningful for those who are Gullah speakers,’ said Emory Campbell, Chairman of the Gullah Nyew Testament Steering Committee of St. Helena Island, SC.  Clergy on the steering committee are also available to collaborate with other religious leaders on how to incorporate the “Healin’ Fa De Soul” CD’s into Bible Study classes and listening circles.   “It will also allow those who have no idea what Gullah sounds like to hear it and appreciate it.”  Campbell also is Chairman of the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corrdior Commission.
“Listening to this takes me back to a time when I heard Gullah spoken more,” said Ronald Daise, who proposed the project vision and narrated the voice of Jesus.  “I understand things I’ve heard many times before in a new or clearer way.  Sometimes I chuckle when I hear a Gullah expression, sometimes I respond by just nodding my head.  When I’ve observed Gullah speakers and those who aren’t familiar with Gullah listen to it, I’m pleased with their excitement and enthusiasm.”  
Daise is Vice President for Creative Education at Brookgreen Gardens, a member of the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission.  He wrote three original contemporary spirituals for the project and performed them a cappella with his wife Natalie, daughter Sara, and Scott Gibbs, who narrates the voice of Pilate.  A traditional spiritual on the recording is performed by St. Paul Baptist Church Adult Choir of Beaufort, SC.
“Look at what God has done!” said Regina Ragland, voice of Mary Magdalene/mother of blind man, as she received her copy of the project.  “This is so well done, and it sounds so good.  Many people will be touched by this.”
Listeners are encouraged to forward their comments to the Penn Center after listening to the new recording to info@penncenter.com.

The 5-CD set is exclusively available to the public at the York W. Bailey Museum at the Penn Center for a price of $35.00  For more information, please visit www.penncenter.com  or www.facebook.com/GullahBible; email: info@penncenter.com or telephone: (843) 838-2432.
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